
The Divergence Test 

 

~~~ 

The Divergent series is one of those works that most people know and like, yet do not really 

comprehend the Truth carried within it.  It stars Tris Prior, a “Divergent” with proficiencies in many 

of the Factions available yet none of them to the extent that she can fit snugly into one of them over 
the others; not only that, but she can “think outside the box” in a manner that most cannot even begin 
to. 

In that vein, I devised this particular “test” for those of you, who are curious, to see how “Linear” (like 
most people) or “Divergent” (not like most people) a thinker you are currently. 

Consider the following…: 

 The Lifeboat Problem. 

Imagine you are in a lifeboat in the middle of an ocean, with nine other people with you.  

Unfortunately, the lifeboat can only support six people at most and so it is slowly losing buoyancy.  
The other nine people are complete strangers, both to you and to one another.  What do you all do? 

1. You take charge, and convince five others to cast out four people. 

2. You convince everyone to commence a vote, where four people will be chosen by majority vote to 
be cast out. 

3. You decide to “take one for the team” and leave the boat, and ask that three others do the same. 



4. You have a stroke of genius, and convince everyone to flip the boat over (more buoyant) and then 

divide everyone into two groups of five so that each can take turns on the boat vs swimming beside 
it for a certain period of time. 

Which option did you choose?  By the choice you made, I can tell you how you are as a person 
including how Divergent you are – or not. 

1. You are akin to an authoritarian ruler in your character; you tell others you deem “lesser” 

than you what to do, but you yourself do not appreciate having the same done to you.  You 
are one of the most Linear thinkers around. 

2. You are akin to an authoritative leader in your character; you take the reins, but you are 
cognisant enough to allow those “under” you to have a say as well.  You are more Divergent 

than 1., but you are still too Linear to solve Worldly problems to any meaningful degree. 
3. You are very empathetic, and would rather take on hardships yourself so that others may not 

have to.  You will always be more Divergent than 1., but not always more Divergent than 2. 

4. You are the most Divergent thinker, of the four possibilities here.  You are probably Divergent 
enough to become a Conspiracy Theorist, and you may even be a listener of such outlets as 
InfoWars, David Icke, etc.  However, there are greater levels of Divergent thinking possible. 

Did you come up with a fifth option, that I did not offer for you here?  If so, you are one of those rare 
few “ringers” who can think outside the box; you, more than the other four, are able to glean the most 

from what I have written here.  However, there are even greater levels of Divergent thinking possible 
than this. 

Did you realize, as with Tris in Divergent, that the scenario I posed is NOT REAL, so the best 
remedy for this “problem” is to rewrite it so that no problem occurred in the first place?  If you 

are on this level of Divergence, then you are virtually on par with Tris herself.  People like you will 
become especially valuable in the battles between Good and Evil in the days to come. 

 

How did you fare?  Merely “checking the answers” here will not suffice, if you are looking for the 
Truth.  You must fully understand the ramifications of Tris’ level of Divergence, in order to actually 
become a Divergent of that calibre. 

Good luck! 



 References and Further Reading: 

>Veronica Roth, Divergent (book 1 of 3). 

>Veronica Roth, Insurgent (book 2 of 3). 

>Veronica Roth, Allegiant (book 3 of 3). 
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